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By Bernard F. Lynch and Ginny Hamillton

» Carlos and his wife are seeking a home in
a community with good schools, but are
repeatedly told that no homes are available in
their price range. Online listings tell a differ-
ent story.

» Vicky lives with her African-American
partner and their child. They are consistently
harassed by neighbors. The management com-
pany refuses to address the issue.

» Alex has HIV and receives rental assis-
tance. He has been told to seek accommoda-
tions better suited to his “condition.”

Housing diserimination is illegal, immoral
and debilitating to thousands of Massachu-
setts residents seeking housing, whether to
rent, buy or finance a safe place to raise their
family, or simply a roof over their head.

For years, residents of the commonwealth
have interpreted the silence on housing dis-
crimination to mean that it does not exist, In
contrast to the overt practices of the past, dis-
crimination today iz often more subtle but
remains a persistently troubling issue.

Providing fair housing for all |

tributing to chronic homelessness, which lim-
its their ability to improve their lives, secare
employment and become self-sustaining.

» African-American homebuyers often are
quoted higher mortgage rates, regardless of
their earnings, savings or credit history,
resulting in substantially higher monthly
payments than their white counterparts. This
discriminatory practice perpetuates the
wealth gap and make African-Americans
more vulnerable to foreclosures.

* Latino renters are not shown properties
in neighborhoods that they can afford. With
less choice in housing because of discrimina-
tory practices, Latinos are concentrated in
areas that offer limited access to family-sus-
taining employment, public transportation
and vital community services.

By 2020, more than a quarter of the com-
monwealth's working-age population will be
people of color. The state’s economic destiny is
inextricably linked to that of this next genera-
tion, upon whorn we will depend to compose a
skilled workforce eritical to attract business

mortgage data show

that as the populations of color in the region
have increased, segregation has persisted and
even increased within some ethnie groups.

High housing costs have been the com-
monly assumed root cause of persistent segre-
gation. In fact, in 80 percent of our cities and
towns, the number of African-American and
Latino homebuyers iz less than half what
market prices predict.

The Civil Rights Project further found that,
“almoat 70 percent of Hispanics and an over-
whelming 85 percent of African-Americans
believe that members of their group miss out
on good housing because they fear they will
not be welcome in a particular community.”

These fears are not unwarranted. Through
extensive paired testing, a method validated
by the courts, the Fair Houging Center of
Greater Boston has uncovered a pattern of
diserimination in the rental, sale and financ-
ing of properties to people of color, families
with children, and people receiving housing

asgistance. Across the board, in one half of all
instances, people within these groups experi-
ence housing diserimination.

The net outcome of housing diserimination
is devastating to those who experience it and
has tremendous economic and quality-of-hife
repercussions for all residents of the common-
wealth. For example:

* Paople receiving rental subsidies are
repeatedly denied access to apartments, con-
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with peers from multiple cultures that will pre-
pare them for success in the global economy.

Palitical, business and community leaders
recognize housing as a critical element to eco-
nomic success. These leaders understand that
Massachusetts must offer open communities
to cultivate, keep and attract a skilled work-
force. With an increasingly diverse popula-
tion, it is imperative that the commonwealth
recognize and address the issue of housing
discrimination,

The city of Lowell has committed to
addressing housing discrimination and has
partnered with the Fair Housing Center of
Greater Boston to train community residents
and housing providers about their rights and
responsibilities, Non-profit advocates gathered
in March and the Lowell Housing Authority is
hosting training in May. Recognizing that the
housing market is regional and that fair hous-
ing can't stop at the city line, the Greater Low-
ell Landlord Association and the Northeast
Association of Realtors are sponsoring frain-
ingsin the coming months. As elected officials,
business leaders, community activists and
neighbors, we must join forces to prevent and
respond to discrimination in order to make all
of our communities welcoming places to live.

Bernard F. Lynch is the city manager of
Lowell and Ginny Hamilton is the executive
director of The Fair Housing Center of
Greater Boston.
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